IMU becomes interested in history
The IMU does not advertize itself much and appears to be a fairly invisible organization. Even those who have been actively engaged with the work of the IMU are probably not too well acquainted with its historic past. The IMU concentrates on basic research, teaching (through its Commission on Mathematical Instruction) and, increasingly in recent years, contacts with applied areas and developing countries. Not much attention is devoted to questions outside these main activities.
In the first International Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) a century ago, the history of mathemat-
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ics played a significant role. After that, the part devoted to history in the ICMs has decreased. Interest in history as such has not been fading, but contacts between research mathematicians and mathematical historians have weakened.
In the early 1970s, the International Union of History and Philosophy of Seiences (IUHPS) approached the IMU with the proposition that its Commission on the History of Mathematics be transformed into a joint Commission of the IUHPS and the IMU. The IMU was not interested in this, and nothing happened. But the IUHPS was not discouraged and repeated its suggestion in 1986. The mood of the IMU had now changed. The Executive Committee of the
